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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BINGHAM. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1953* 

with  the  REPORT  of  the  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
and  CLEANSING-  SUPERINTENDENT. 

To/'  ‘ 

The  Chairman  ^nd  Members  of  the 
BINGHAM  RUR.iL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I heg  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1953 j along  with  the 
report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

One  has  the  impression  that  during  the  past  year  there  has  been  less 
cause  fc*r  worry  and  disappointment  than  in  other  years  since  the  war, 
but  apart  from  housing  one  might  find  it  difficult  to  produce  tangible 
evidence  in  support  of  this  comparative  optimism. 

There  is  no  need  to  repeat  here  the  comments  made  in  the  section  on 
Housing  on  the  pleasing  improvement  in  the  figures.  Not  only  the  for- 
tunate tenants  have  been  pleased:  officials  - and,  possibly,  Councillors 
too  - are  enjoying  more  freedom  from  the  appeals  of  distressed 
applicants.  We  cannot,  however,  forget  those  unfortunate  villagers  who 
cannot  have  new  houses  until  they  get  piped  water.  We  can  only  plead 
inability  and  ask  them  to  extract  what  hope  they  can  from  the  report  on 
the  progress  of  the  scheme  of  extension. 

But  besides  house-building  we  could  show  our  critics  the  progress 
made  in  the  laying  of  the  trunk  water  mains,  and  if  they  expressed  doutat 
about  the  magnitude  of  the  task,  we  could  show  them  what  a formidable 
obstacle  a river  can  be  and  how  months  of  constructional  work  was  re- 
quired on  the  bank  before  the  mains  could  be  carried  across  the  river  - 
by  a structure  which  satisfies  both  utilitarian  and  aesthetic  claims  and 
which  is  a notable  pioneer  achievement  in  the  use  of  prestressed  concrete. 
And  we  could  show  them  the  completed  storage  reservoir  at  Cotgrave  Wolds. 
The  progress  of  the  well-sinking  and  other  work  necessary  before  our  own 
new  mains  can  be  laid  they  must,  like  us,  take  for  granted. 

Unfortunately,  as  I remarked  last  year,  the  date  of  completion  never 
seems  to  come  any  nearer  but  keeps  receding  as  we  advance.  When  we  be- 
come sure  that  we  are  more  than  holding  our  own  in  this  strange-  struggle 
we  shall  be  better  able  to  look  our  critics  in  the  face.  My  timid 
ventures  into  prophecy  have  in  the  past  proved  better  justified  in  their 
timidity  than  in  their  accuracy  but  I shall  venture  to  refer  with  some 
confidence  to  the  scheme  mentioned  in  the  body  of  this  Report  to  arrarge 
for  a temporary  supply  of  piped  water  to  six  of  the  parishes  in  the  North 
East  corner  of  the  District.  It  will  certainly  not  be  completed  in  195A 
but  it  should  be  far  enough  advanced  by  the  time  my  next  Report  is  pre- 
sented for  me  t o feel  justified  in  having  mentioned  it  with  optimism  at 
the  present  time. 

The  same  note  of  confidence  cannot  be  struck  in  the  case  of  Upper 
Broughton  where  the  fabulous  volumes  of  water  believed  by  the  local  in- 
habitants to  be  available  beneath  their  feet  remain,  for  them,  unsounded 
and  untapped,  yet  provokingly  available  to  a privileged  few. 

As  regards  sewerage,  whilst  necessity  has  brought  about  the  actual 
construction  of  works  to  deal  with  sewerage  from  some  of  the  new  houses, 
and  some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  planning  and  preliminary 
negotiations  in  connection  w ith  other  works,  here  too  we  have  reason  to 
feel  that  our  objective  is  moving  away  from  us.  But  in  this  case,  it  is 
not  only  that  years  have  repeatedly  to  be  added  to  die  dates  of  com- 
pletion but  the  programme  has  to  be  extended  through  the  obsolescence  of 
existing  works,  a process  that  is  inevitable  with  sewerage  but  which  has 
been  thrown  into  prominence  by  the  lost  years  of  the  war  and  the  sub- 
sequent rapid  erection  of  large  numbers  of  new  houses.  At  the  time  of 
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writing  the  long-awaited  report  of  the  Consulting  Engineers  on  the 
Radoliffe  system  has  just  "been  received  and  it  confirms  the  fear  that, 
as  in  the  case  of  housing  replacements,  we  must  regretfully  include  in 
our  plans  a hig  scheme  of  improvement  and  replacement  for  a parish 
already  sewered. 

The  Vital  Statistics  call  for  no  special  comment  except  what 
appears  in  the  "body  of  the  Report.  Anyone  who  scans-  the  table  on 
Page  h and  is  concerned  to  notice  the’ hig  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  is 
advised  to  read  the  explanation  accompanying  the  table. 

^.fter  a lull  public  health  legislation  came  into  prominence  again 
in  the  second  half  of  1953*  Much  of  it  has  not  yet  passed  into  law. 

The  most  important  measure,  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  Bill,  should 
receive  the  Royal  assent  soon.  This  long-delayed  effort  to  foster  the 
repairs  and  renovation  of  houses  w ill  impose  a great  deal  of  work  on 
housing  authorities.  The  Housing  Act  of  1936  is  still  the  principal 
Act  but  a new  Act  is  foreshadowed  and  I have  commented  in  the  section  of 
this  -Report  which  deals  with  Housing  on  the  need  for  a revision  of  the 
present  procedure  for  dealing  with  property  recommended  for  demolition. 

We  also  await  the  passing  of  a new  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  under  which 
Regulations  are  to  be  made  which  will  tighten  the  control  of  food- 
handling and  food  marketing. 

During  the  past  few  months  local  authorities  have  been  hastened  into 
the  licensing  of  slaughterhouses  by  the  Minister  of  Pood  suddenly  (as 
the  local  authorities  felt,  but  not  so  according  to  the  Minister)  deciding 
that  private  slaughtering  was  to  be  resumed  at  the  beginning  of  July 
19*>A»  ..A  temporary  Act  (The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1 93A)  has  been  passed 

to  cover  the  period  until  a more  permanent  policy  can  be  put  into 
.operation  which  will  have  as  its  aim  the  establishment  of  a compromise 
between  the  system  of  central  slaughtering  in  operation  during  the  war 
.and  the  pre-war  practice  of  slaughtering  in  an  excessive  number  of  small 
slaughterhouses , many  of  which  were  out  of  date. 

Of  the  infectious  diseases  measles  was  the  biggest  nuisance  although 
no  doubt  other  diseases,  especially  poliomyelitis,  caused  more  anxiety 
amongst  parents.  Obviously,  with  only  three  cases  notified, 
poliomyelitis  is  one  of  those  diseases  which  are  capable  of  distressing 
the  people  more  by  their  threat  than  by  their  actual  incidence. 

Following  my  practice  of  recent  years,  I have,  "here  it  has  not  been 
inappropriate,  surveyed  the  situation  as  it  existed  at  the  time  of 
writing  and  have  restricted  myself  to  the  calendar  year  only  in  the  case 
of  statistics. 

I acknowledge  the  ready  help  of  my  colleagues  at  all  times  and 
thank  them  for  their  contribution  to  the  statistics  appearing  in  the 
Report. 


I am , 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 
Wm.  B.  Watson. 


22nd  July  1 95 A. 


STATISTICS . 


Area  of  District  ...  ...  67*583  seres. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of 
resident  population  (including 

armed  forces)  mid-1953  •••  •••  •••  21,550. 


Census  population  i 951  •••  20,556. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses..  5*634* 


Rateable  value  at  1st.  April  1.953 £119,9-11* 

Product  of  penny  rate  per  annum 

at  31  st  March  1953  •••  £465*  11*  3h. 


Total . 

Live  Births  330 

Birth  rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

(corrected)..  ...  1 6 • 5 (Eng.&  7ales  15*5) 

Deaths  293  145  148 


PL 

175 

155 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  1 3 *6  (Eng.&  ‘Tales  11*4) 
Corrected  Death  Rate  (per  1,000 

population)  . 1 2*0 

Death  Rate,  of  infants  under  one  year 

of  age  (per  1,000  live  births)  ...  30  (Eng.&  Wales  26*8) 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 


The  population  figure  and-  the  vital  statistics 
calculated  thereon  take  accpunt  of  the  armed 
forces  stationed  in  the  area. 
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Population. 

The  figure  of  population  continues  to  increase.  ¥ith  the  inclusion 
of  the  Forces  in  the  figure,  now  it  is  impossible  to  he  at  all  accurate 
in  deciding  how  these  increases  are  made  up.  We  know  that  the  popula- 
tion of  the  villages  in  which  house-building  is  being  concentrated  is 
increasing  but  many  of  the  new  residents  are  drawn  from  other  parishes 
in  this  rural  district. 

Birth  Ra  te . 


After  the  peak  of  194-7  we  were  cautious  about  prophesying  a steady 
fall  to  pre-war  level  but  by  the  time  the  national  figure  for  1952  was 
made  known  it  seemed  safe  to  conclude  that  a steady  fall  was  in  progress, 
there  having  been  no  interruption  during  the  previous  five  years.  Now 
we  are  confronted  with  a rise  - of  0.9  in  the  local  rate  and  0.2  in  the 
national  - and  what  are  we  to  say?  We  cannot  at  the  moment  dismiss  it 
as  a mere  interruption  for  the  quarterly  figures  for  the  current  year 
suggest  that  1954  may  show  a further  increase.  So  the  wisest  course  is 
not  to  prophesy  about  something  which  in  so  far  as  i t is  dependent  on 
biological  trends  is  beyond  our  ken  and  which  in  so  far  as  it  is 
responsive  to  planning  is  dependent  on  the  vagaries  of  human  nature,  to 
which  the  methods  of  science  cannot  be  applied. 

Death  Rate . 

The  figure  for  1953  certainly  cannot  be  dismissed w ithout  comment. 
i*n  increase  of  4-6r/o  in  the  deaths,  compared  with  a national  increase  of 
less  than  1°b  and  offset  only  to  the  extent  of  2Tb  by  increase  of 
population,  demands  an  explanation.  In  the  first  place  it  should  be 
pointed  out  that  1952  had  a specially  low  death  rate.  Therefore  compari- 
sons ought  to  be  made  with  the  average  of,  say,  the  previous  four  years. 
And,  because  of  the  differences  in  population,  the  comparisons  ought  to 
be  between  rates  and  not  numbers  of  deaths.  Such  a calculation  gives 
an  increase  of  24-' ,-j.  Even  this  lower  figure  will  cause  surprise, 
especially  as  nothing  occurred  during  the  year  to  cause  a big  rise  in 
mortality.  Ufa.  explanation  is  simple  and  shows  how  fallacious  statistics 
can  be  if  care  is  not  taken  to  ensure  that  one’s  data  retain  their 
comparability  throughout  the  statistical  table.  In  1953  the  Registrar 
General  introduced  a new  system  of  allocation  of  deaths  of  persons  in 
institutions,  which  operates  harshly  in  the  case  of  this  Rural  District. 
Frior  to  1953  most  of  the  deaths  in  the  Mental  Hospital  were  "Transferred 
out"  (i.e.  to  the  previous  place  of  residence  of  the  patient),  but  now, 
Saxondale  Hospital  having  been  classed  as  predominently  chronic  or  long- 
stay  in  its  class  of  patient,  no  particularity  is  observed  but  all 
deaths  in  the  Hospital  are  a llocated  to  the  Bingham  Rural  District. 

I give  below  some  additional  figures  to  show  the  effect  on  the 
statistics.  The  attention  of  the  Registrar  General  has  been  drawn  to 
the  effect  locally  of  this  change  in  the  system. 

Saxondale  Hospital: 

Number  of  resident  patients,  1952  - 928. 

" " deaths,  1953  - 59 , none  of  which  were 

transferred  out. 

11  " " 1952  - 50 , 4-6  of  which  were 

transferred  out. 

• 

It  is  estimated  that  only  five  of  the  59  deaths  ini953  were  of 
patients  normally  residing  in  this  Rural  District.  Thus  for  this  small 
section  of  the  population  of  the  area  the  death  rate  is  58  per  1 ,000  - 
a heavy  weighting  of  the  local  death  rate.  Had  the  other  54-  deaths 
been  transferred  out  the  crude  death  rate  would  have  been  11.0  and  the 
corrected  9.7*  The  compensatory  effect  of  the  added  population  of  the 
Hospital  (say  1,200)  is  only  slight.  If  its  effect  is  allowed  for  the 
two  rates  become  11.7  and  10.3* 
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It  remains  to  "be  seen  whether  or  not  an  anomaly  like  this  will  he 
thought  sufficient  to  discredit  the  new  system.  Ife  adverse  effect  on 
the  death  rate  could,  of  course,  he  neutralised,  so  far  as  the 
corrected  rate  is  concerned,  hy  an  appropriate  alteration  in  the  com- 
parability factor  hut  no  change  in  this  factor  has  heen  made  for  the 
year  1953  > and  such  a .resort  Would  not  he  acceptable  for  several 
reasons.  Meantime,  a horizontal  line  in  the  table  between  1952  and 
1953  serves  to  maitk  the  break-in  the  comparability  of  the  statistics. 

Water  Supply. 

We  continue  to  live  on  prospects  but  as  these  become  more  real 
each  year  we  are  encouraged  to  bridge  the  gap  and  visualise  a well 
watered  district  within  the  next  five  or  six  years.  Meantime  the  hard- 
ships I mentioned  last  year  continue  without  any  abatement.  They 
include  those  of  the  unfortunate  farmers  who  are  unable  to  attain  the 
standard  required  for  the  production  of  ”T.T.”  milk. 

Since  my  last  report  six  of  the  waterless  parishes  have  found  them- 
selves unexpectedly  favoured  by  the  opportunity  to  tap,  temporarily, 
the  surplus  water  from  a deep  well  at  Syerston  R.A.F.  Station.  Works 
and  main-laying  are  required,  of  course,  but  unless  there  i s an  un- 
expected hold-up  these  six  parishes  in  the  North  East  c orner  of  the 
district  should  have  a piped  supply  of  water  within  the  next  twelve 
months,  and  certainly  long  before  the  remaining  eight  or  nine  less 
fortunate  parishes  which  have  to  await  the  bringing  into  operation  of 
the  complete  and  permanent  scheme.  The  mains  will,  of  course,  be 
permanent  and  available  for  conveying  water  from  normal  sources  as 
soon  as  these  are  put  into  use. 

The  outlook  for  Upper  Broughton  has  changed  little  in  the  past 
year.  The  preliminary  work  of  the  engineers  has  continued  but  so  have 
the  obstacles  and  delays  attendant  on  a project  of  this  kind,  including 
the  use  of  a private  borehole.  We  are  conscious  that  there  are  other 
causes  of  delay  in  public  works  besides  shortages  and  controls  and 
financial  restrictions. 

Caravans  and  Temporary  Dwellings. 

The  Council’s  site  is  now  fully  occupied  and  has  met  with 
commendation  from  several  quarters,  no+"  all  local.  Details  of  its 
accommodation  and  other  aspe.cts  w ill  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  to  whom  the  Council  are  indebted  for  the  part 
he  has  played  in  successfully  establishing  such  a colony.  It  is  a 
pity,  however,  as  I pointed  out  last  year,  that  its  success  has  caused 
it  to  require  the  setting  up  of  a waiting  list  of  applicants.  The’ 
evils  thereon  attendant  require  no  demonstration  to  anyone  who  has  had 
experience  of  housing  waiting  lists  during  the  years  following  two 
world  wars.  However,  we  are  making  good  progress  towards  the  time 
when  caravans  as  dwelling  places  can  be  considered  a matter  of  choice 
and  not  one  of  necessity,  and  this  will  simplify  administration  or  a t 
least  justify  a less  urgent  and  anxious  attitude  towards  the  pleas  of 
applicants . 

Sewerage . 

With  the  separation  of  the  Keyworth  area  from  the  combined  scheme, 
previously  under  consideration  for  the  western  portion  of  the  District, 
those  parts  of  the  area  not  included  in  the  new  scheme  for  Feyworth 
have  had  .their  projects  of  sewerage  postponed  indefinitely.  The 
scheme  for  Keyworth  takes  in  some  of  the  adjacent  built  up  areas  and 
when  the  works  are  completed  - as  they  ought  to  be  as  quickly  as 
possible  because  of  the  urgent  needs  of  the  new  houses  - rel.ief  will 
be  felt  that  a large  and  important  part  of  the  Rural  District  has  been 
reclaimed  from  that  state  of  potential  nuisance  of  which  those  who 
carry  the  responsibility  are  ever  conscious  when  already  inadequately 
sewered  areas  are  becoming  more  densely  populated.  At  the  time  of 
reporting  the  scheme  still  awaits. the  approval  of  the  Ministry. 
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The  new  works  at  Cropwell  Bishop  will  soon  he  in  operation  hut 
will,  in  the  meantime,  deal  only  with  the  sewage  from  the  large  new 
housing  estate. 

The  position  as  regards  Cotgrave  has  changed  fundamentally  during 
the  past  twelve  months  with  the  projected  establishment  of  a colliery 
in  the  parish.  Although  other  parishes  besides  Cotgrave  will  be 
concerned  in  the  housing  of  the  colliery  workers, the  claims  of  Cotgrave 
must  now  receive  separate  consideration  and  a complete  system  of 
sewerage  planned,  whether  or  not  any  nearby  parishes  are  included  in 
the  scheme. 

In  the  case  of  the  Bingham  and  Other  Parishes  Scheme,  some  pre- 
liminary work  of  an  urgent  nature  has  been  done,  which  has  mitigated 
the  dyke  nuisance,  but  work  on  the  main  job  of  relaying  the  sewers  of 
the  village  and  constructing  disposal  works  is  yet  some  way  off. 

There  remain,  however,  no  obstacles  to  progress  which  cannot  be  re- 
moved by  normal  activity,  administrative  and  executive. 

On  the  whole  it  can  be  said  that  the  despondency  of  five  years 
ago  has  been  dissipated  but  we  are  still  very  much  under  the  discipline 
of  hope  deferred.  However,  there  is  no  indication  that  we  are 
exchanging  impatience  for  apathy  and  here  there  is  virtue  in 

impa  tience . 

Housing. . 

The  following  figures  relating  to  the  year  1953  are  supplied  by 

the  Surveyor :- 


Permanent  houses  completed  by  private  enterprise  - 6k. 

" ” local  authority  - 158. 

Temporary  houses  completed  by  private  enterprise  - Nil. 

" " " local  authority  - Nil. 

Conversions  by  private  enterprise  resulting  in  additional 

family  units  - Nil. 


These  figures  are  gratifying,  a increase  in  the  figure  for 

local  authority  building  and  a jump  from  18  to  6k  in  the  number  of 
houses  privately  built.  But  the  waiting  lists  are  still  long  and 
there  is  nothing  to  justify  a reduction  of  activity.  Indeed,  with 
waiting  lists  whose  growth  seems  to  be  stimulated  by  pruning,  and  the 
need  to  build  for  replacement,  no  date  can  be  forecast  for  an  abatement 
of  the  housing  drive. 

.iS  I have  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  this  Report  the  Housing 
(Repairs  and  Rents)  Bill,  which,  although  not  yet  through  Parliament , 
has  for  some  months  had  much  of  the  impetus  of  law,  throws  on  a Rural 
District  a tremendous  amount  of  work,  which  must  be  distributed  over  a 
number  of  years.  Public  enquiries  into  clearance  schemes  are  already 
increasing  in  numbers  and  soon,  no  doubt,  we  shall  be  back  to  pre-war 
activity.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  during  the  long  period  of  in- 
activity there  has  not  been  devised,  and  given  legal  sanction,  a 
simpler  way  of  dealing  with  unfit  property.  Property  owners  must  be 
protected  and  public  enquiries  would  often  have  to  be  held  but  with  the 
general  recognition  now  of  what  constitutes  unfitness  a good  deal  of 
the  evidence,  and  examination  thereon,  at  enquiries  might  be  declared 
unnecessary  and  thereby  time  saved  on  the  part  of  many  public  officials. 
Not  only  have  we  outlived  the  days  when  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
was  expected  to  produce  the  vital  statistics  of  a minute  portion  of 
his  built  up  areas,  only  to  have  their  validity  disputed  by  the  objec- 
tors, but  it  should  no  longer  be  necessary  for  a number  of  officials 
of  different  designations  to  survey  the  same  properties  so  as  t o 
present  a more  convincing  case  in  the  wordy  contest  with  objectors  at 
the  enquiries.  Pacts  should  require  no  argument  and  now  that 
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standards  of  fitness  are  so  well  known  and  generally  accepted  it  should 
he  possible  to  come  to  an  agreement  once  and  for  all  with  the 
representatives  of  property  owners  so  that  most  of  the  acrimonious 
arguments  at  enquiries  might  he  eliminated.  The  detriment  to  health 
of  had  housing  is  recognised  and  admitted  hy  everyone  and  it  should  not 
he  necessary  to  try  and  prove  in  any  one  instance  that  a had  house  has 
had  a had  effect  on  the  tenant.  .»  suh-standard  house  should  claim  no 
justification  even  if  the  tenant  for  the  moment  seems  none  the  worse. 

It  should  he  dealt  with  on  the  material  facts  and  these  facts  are  as 
plain  to  the  one  side  as  they  are  to  the  other. 

Food. 

No  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district  came  to  light  and  no 
notifications  were  received.  Last  year  I devoted  a whole  page  of  my 
report  to  the  subject  of  clean  food  and  included  in  the  same  section 
some  comments  on  tuberculosis  in  cattle,  drawing  attention  to  the  dis- 
appointing position  locally.  The  menace  of  bovine  tuberculosis  locally, 
as  revealed  hy  the  reports  received  from  the  sampling  authority,  is  as 
great  as  ever  and  I have  commented  on  it  in  the  section  on  tuberculosis. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence,  etc.,  of  the  notifiable 
diseases  during  the  year. 


Disease . 


Isolated  in 

Notifications . Hospi tal . 


Scarlet  Fever  22  6 

Measles  i 53  i 

Whooping  Cough  35  1 

Meningococcal  Infection  2 2 

Pneumonia  3 x 

Poliomyelitis  3 3 

Erysipelas  j 


Dea  ths . 


1 

7 * 
1 


219 


13 
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x Notification  of  pneumonia  is,  obviously,  incomplete. 

The  features  of  special  importance  are:  (i)  the  prevalence  of 
measles  during  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year  (since  when  there 
have  been  none  at  all,  or  at  least  none  notified)  and  (2)  the  occurrence 
of  five  cases  of  infection  of  the  nervouu  system. 

Notification  of  measles  is  unsatisfactory  and  so  statistics  lose 
much  of  their  value  but  according  to  my  records  the  village  of  Bingham 
bore  the  brunt  of  the  measles  epidemic  - to  the  extent  of  59  cases  or 

39^  of  the  total  for  the  Rural  District. 

/ » 

Two  of  the  cases  of  infection  of  the  nervous  system  were 
cerebrospinal  meningitis,  one  of  which  was  fatal,  and  three  polio- 
myelitis, of  which  one  proved  fatal,  one  resulted  in  considerable 
crippling  of  one  leg,  and  the  other  escaped  with  a slight  lameness, 
intensive  work  is  being  done  to  improve  our  knowledge  of  poliomyelitis 
and  progress  is  being  made  but  the  practical  outcome  - a means  of 
prevention  which  could  be  made  readily  available  to  everyone  - is  still 
awaited. 
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Diptheria  Immunisation. . Number  of  Children  Immunised,  1 9 1+7-1  953 . 

* No.  of 

Children 
under  5 
immunised 
expressed 
as  a 


Primary  Immunisations.  percentage 

Priva te  of  the  Reinforcing 

Local  -Vuth'ty. Fracti tioners Totals  . births  of  'injections 


the  prev- 
ious year 

Local 

Year 

Under  5 

5-15 

Under  5 

5-15 

Under  5 

5-15 

luthty 

.Priva  te 

1947 

217 

13 

76  X 

66 

1948  . 

211 

15 

63 

112 

1949 

143 

5 

91 

4 

234 

9 

77 

1 21 

10 

1950 

148 

6 

29 

1 

177 

7 

64 

124 

15 

1 951 

134 

12 

87 

2 

22i 

14 

80 

145 

14 

1952 

131 

14 

85 

4 

2-|6 

1 8 

74 

211 

50 

1953 

114 

— 

1 3 

1 24 

3 

238 

— 

16 

77 



188 

51 

x Local  .Authority  only. 

No  figures  are  available  for  those  done  privately  before  the 
operation  of  the  National  Health  Service. 


The  total  primary  immunisations  and  the  percentage  figure  are  well 
maintained.  It  will  be  noticed  that  now  the  private  doctors  are  doing 
more  than  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  only  drawback  to  this  is 
that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  has  a big  area  to  cover,  has 
either  to  keep  people  waiting  longer  while  he  tries  to  accumulate  a 
reasonable  number  of  applications  from  each  village  or  t o arrange 
sessions  for  such  a small  number  of  children  that  it  seems  wasteful. 
Surely  some  day  this  duplication  of  effort  will  be  recognised  as  extra- 
vagant. It  is  a degree  worse  than  duplication  in  the  case  o f t he 
Service  Married  Quarters  where  the  parents  have  also  the  Station 
Medical  Officer  within  their  range  of  choice. 

Tuberculosis . 

Twelve  cases  were  added  to  the  register  during  1953?  compared  with 
sixteen  in  1952  and  twenty  in  1 951  • It  would  be  unwise  to  attach  any 
significance  to  this  repeated  drop  in  the  number  of  cases  added  to  the 
register.  With  a comparatively  small  population  the  numbers  fluctuate 
greatly.  The  number  of  new  cases  notified  throughout  the  country  is 
not  diminishing  appreciably.  Not  so  the  number  of  deaths,  which 
continues  to  decrease.  There  are  a number  of  possible  reasons  for  the 
incidence  continuing  at  its  former  level  or  even  increasing.  Incidence 
means  ascertainment  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  more  is  being  done  to 
find  the  hidden  case.  There  is  the  possibility  too  that  by  our  success 
in  preserving  the  lives  of  the  tuberculous  we  may  be  multiplying  the 
sources  of  infection.  The  whole  subject  is  discussed  in  a Memorandum 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  March  1954.  The  need  for  following 
up  a notification  of  a new  case  of  tuberculosis  in  much  the  same  way 
as  one  would  employ  with  typhoid  fever  or  smallpox  is  stressed.  It  is 
good  to  find  authori ta tive  r ecognition  of  this  ideal  but  it  should  be 
stated  that,  apart  from  the  purely  epidemiological  differences  attaching 
to  tuberculosis,  two  great  obstacles  lie  in  the  way.  One  is  the  still 
existing  privileged  position  of  the  sufferer  from  tuberculosis  as  com- 
pared with  those  sick  with  other  diseases,  whereby  things  have  to  be 
treated  as  confidential  and  care  taken  not  to  make  notification  act  to 
the  detriment  of  the  patient.  The  other  is  that  the  epidemiological 
control  of  tuberculosis  is  divided  betv/een  different  authorities,  a 
separation  of  functions  which  was  increased  in  its  incidence  and  ill- 
effects  by  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service.  The 
retarding  effect  of  secrecy  and  sentiment  can  only  disappear  gradually, 
with  the  growth  of  public  opinion,  but  a big  step  towards  the  ideal  in, 
at  least,  the  tracing  of  sources  and  of  further  spread  would  be  made 
right  away  by  tuberculosis  receiving  special  consideration  and  being 
made  the  interest  of  one  authority. 
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Moreover,  that  authority  should  have  an  epidemiologist  who  would 
he  responsible  for  finding-  any-tufcerculosis  that  may  exist  among 
the  contacts  of  notified  persons  and  which  may  have  been  the 
source  of  infection  in  any  particular  case,  or  the  dequel. 

So  much  for  the  human  source  of  infection.  There  -remains 
the  bovine,  which,  as  I remarked  last  year,  is  still  all  too 
common.  The  pasteurisation  of  milk  is  proving  most  revealing, 
by  steadily  reducing  the  number  of  bovine  infections  in  human 
beings  in  the  towns  while  leaving  the  incidence  high  amongst  rural 
-dwellers,  who  are  more  dependent  on  raw  milk.  The  best  way  to 
remove  this  regrettable  risk  to  a section  of  the  population  who, 
otherwise,  are  more  fortunately  placed  in  their  environment  than 
the  townspeople,  is  to  eliminate  bovine  tuberculosis.  The 
attainment  of  100$  attestation  of  herds  will  take  time.  Meantime, 
must  repeat  what  I said  last  year  that  much  more  could  be  done 
amongst  the  ordinary  herds  to  detect  and  eliminate  the  cows 
yielding  tuberculous  milk.  A positive  biological  report  on  a 
^milk  sample  is  too  often  the  stimulus  to  this  process  of  detection 
and  elimination.  And  sometimes  the  word  elimination  would  not  be 
the  correct  one  to  use  for  thene  merely  a transfer  to 

-pastures  new.  Even  if  the  BaTO&er^  yard  is  the  destination, the 
sacrifice  loses  most  of  its  merit  by  delay. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  this  report  for  inclusion  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1953. 

The  long  awaited  starting  date  for  works  to  he  undertaken  at  the 
Caravan  Site  at  /idbol  ton  was  given  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
and  enabled  the  Council  to  close  10  unauthorised  Caravan  Sites. 

The  conversion  of  the  Warden's  house  was  completed  without  delay  and 
the  warden  commenced  his  duties  in  the  early  part o f the  year.  Since 
that  time  the  site  quickly  filled  with  the  transfer  of  caravans  from 
unlicensed  sites.  An  extremely  happy  atmosphere  enveloped  the  site 
and  the  caravaners  were  eager  to  help  in  the  completion  of  the  site 
works  which  resulted  in  the  early  completion  of  the  Social  Centre  and 
Bath  House.  With  the  installation  of  electricity  the  sewage  works 
was  put  into  operation  and  this  allowed  for  extensions  of  drainage 
works  which  were  once  again  undertaken  by  the  residents. 

An  experiment  on  reconditioning  a row  of  old  houses  was  under- 
taken and  the  final  result  was  received  with  mixed  feelings  because, 
although  it  must  be  remembered  that  no  grant  or  subsidy  was  available 
for  the  preservation  of  rural  cottages,  the  final  rentals  were 
considered  to  be  rather  high. 

Public  cleansing  in  your  Council's  area  includes  the  collection, 
removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  and  pail  closets.  This  service 
increases  as  the  district  develops  and  takes  up  an  increasing  a mount 
of  time.  It  had  been  hoped  that  with  new  and  improved  types  of  fire 
appliances  that  the  amount  of  refuse . would  decrease,  but  that  has 
proved  to  be  a vain  hope,  instead , it . has  added  a further  hazard  in  so 
far  that  frequently  hot  ashes  are  placed  in  the  bins  with  the  con- 
sequent risk  of  fire  on  the  tip.  Due  to  the  vigilance  of  the  men  no 
tip  fire  was  recorded  in  1953.  With  the  development  of  the  new 
housing  estates,  greater  distances  .have  to  be  travelled  and  time  taken 
to  service  each  house  has  increased.  . 

The  composting  of  pail  closet  and  cesspool  contents  has  been 
tried  out  with  good  results.  The  facilities  for  emptying  cesspools 
has  been  greatly  appreciated  throughout  the  District  and  an  increasing 
number  of  requests  have  been  made  for  this  service. 

In  the  field  of  smoke  abatement,  in  industrial  processes,  it  is 
pleasing  to  record  the  ready  co-operation  of  management  and  personnel 
in  the  elimination  of .dust,  grit,  smoke  and  noise. 

I- wish  to  express  ray  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  active  interest  and  support  and 
to  all  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  ready  help  and  full  co- 
operation at  all  times. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  bervant, 


T.  ^llwood, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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REPORT 
of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
and 

CLEAN S ING  SUPERINTENDENT 


The  following  is  the  Tabular  Statement  required  to  he 
furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  under  Article  27(l8)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers' 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935* 

1953. 


Inspections 

Re-inspections 

Dwelling  Houses 

823 

■ 429 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

- 

96 

Nuisances 

307 

41 6 

Disinfections  & Disinfestations 

34 

21  • 

Slaughterhouses 

- 

- 

Food  premises 

283 

145 

Factories 

29 

104 

Camping  Sites 

23 

119 

Miscellaneous 

188 

— 

1 ; 

707 

1 ?330 

1 . 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  or 

registered  ...  307 

2. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  . 

3- 

Total  number  of  notices  served  during  the 

year : 

(a)  Informal  

297 

(b)  ’Statutory  

10 

4. 

Total  number  of  notices  complied w 

i th 

during  the  year:- 

fal  Informal  

291 

(b;  Statutory  

10 

CA 

MPING  SITES. 

Number  of  camping  sites  licensed 

• • • 

• • 

. ...  3 

Number  of  caravans  licensed  for  camping) . . 

purposes  in  the  area) 
Number  of  licenses  refused  


12 

2 


FACTORIES . 


Number  of  factories  using  power  53 

Number  of  factories  without  power 18 


Number 
In spe  cted, 

41 

12 


71 


53 


HOUSING. 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year : 


(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts.)  823 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  i ,252 
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HOUSING.  ( continued) . 

1 • Inspection  of  dwelling:  houses  during  the  year.  ( continued) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  he  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  he  unfit  for  human  habitation 3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
heading) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  297 

2 • Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  repaired 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officers  291 

3 • Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year . 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9*10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  193&. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.. 5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
no  oices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

( "b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  reouiring 
defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
informal  notices 

a}  by  owners  or  occupiers  ... 
b)  by  Local  Authority  ...  ... 

( c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 

the  Housing  Act*  193&. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made NIL 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders.  ...  ...  i 

(3)  Informal  action  1 

( b-)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1 93& • 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . .NIL 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit NIL 

CONVERSIONS. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  .\ct9  1936, Section  A7, 
The  Council  make  a grant  of  up  to  £10  or  half  the  cost  (whichever  is 
the  least)  towards  the  cost  of  converting  earth  closets  to  water 
closets.  During  1953>  30  conversions  to  water  closets  were  carried 
out. 


...  5 

. . . 21+ 

. . . 22 
. . .NIL 


INSPECTION  . >ND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply  Distributors  ' Dairies 


Number 

on 

register  at  end  of  year 

20 

1 

Numbe  r 

of 

inspections  during  the  year 

85 

Ak 

Number 

of 

defects  or  unsatisfactory 

conditions  found  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Numbe  r 

of 

defects  or  unsatisfactory 

conditions  remedied  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Milk  (Special  Designations')  ( Pasteurised  and  Sterilised) 

Regulations,  I9k9. 


Number  of  licences  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year 
for  the  sale  of-j 

(a)  Pasteurised  Milk.  ...  6 

(b)  Sterilised  Milk.  ...  K 

Milk  (Special  Designations')  ( Rav?  Milk)  Regulations,  19*4-9. 

Number  of  licences  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year 
for  the  sale  of:- 

( a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  ...  5 

(b)  Accredited  Milk.  ...  Nil 


Particulars  of  a ny  action  taken  under  Regulation  20  of  the 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations.,  1 9 4-9  . 

Nil 


Meat  Inspection.  . 

Number  of  Slaughter  houses  licensed  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  . . . 

Number  of  licences  revoked  during  the  year... 
Number  of  inspections  of  slaughter  houses  ... 
Number  of  defects  or  unsatisfactory 

conditions  observed 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  premises . 

Total  number  of  inspections  of  shops,  stalls, 
vehicles  or  places  where  food  is  sold  or  prepared,  198 

Number  of  defects  found.  17 

Number  of  defects  remedied.  l6 


Ice  Cream. 

Number  of  premises  regi  stered  .f  or  the  sale  and 
storage  of  ice  cream.  27 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the 
manufacture,  storage,  and  sale  of 
ice-cream. 

Number  of  registrations  refused.. 


Nil 

Nil 
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.TER . 


It  was  necessary  to  contract  to  supply  water  three  times  per 
week  to  the  houses  in  the  parishes  of  Granby,  Langar- cum- Barns  tone , 
Kinoulton,  Hickling  Pastures,  Cotgrave,  Flawborough , Elton, 
Plintham,  ASlockton,  Thoroton,  Shelton  and  Widmerpool. 

Water  was  also  supplied  to  isolated  houses  in  several  other 
parishes  and  standpipes  are  provided  at  Colston  Bassett,  Langar, 
Orston  and  Cotgrave. 

Food  Condemned. 

Total  weight  of  food  condemned  during  the  year; 

Stone  s . 

Meat  ...  • . . ...  ...  ...  h IL 

Other  Foods  38 


lbs.  ozs. 
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SCAVENGING. 

A fortnightly  collection  of  household  refuse  was  maintained  in 
the  district  with  the  exception  of  isolated  houses. 

L weekly  collection  of  pail  closets  was  maintained. 

Pan  and  Cesspool  Emptying. 

Work  done  during  the  year  1953:- 

3 Vehicles.  Totals . Weight. 

tons . 


Number  of  pans  emptied  ...  115,336 


II  II 

loads  of  nightsoil 

62k 

1 ,81 5 

Number  of 

cesspools  emptied 

532 

— 

11  it 

loads  from  cesspools... 

1 ,383 

3,k57 

Mileage 

• • • • • • 

22,300 

Number  of 

pans  per  week  ... 

2,2l8 

Refuse  Collection. 

3 Vehicles. 

Number  of 

dustbins  emptied 

217,  k92 

- 

11 . 11 

loads  of  refuse  ... 

2,106 

6,107 

Mileage 

• • • • • • 

36,09k 

Number  of 

dustbins  per  week 

-r 

'0 

CO 

U4 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT.  1 9M9 


Details  of  treatments  carried  out  "by  the  Council’ 
•Rodent  Operator  during  the  year  1953:- 

Premises  inspected  ...  1,290 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  3,297 

Infestations  Treated 

Premises  where  the  Council  have 

Contracts  ...  Nil 

Private  Houses  ...  395 

Business  Premises  ...  23 

Council  Properties  ...  19 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  - 2,01  4- 

Number  of  bodies  recovered...  826 


